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Teach Like a CHAMPION®
Uncommon Schodls

Date:

Name:

Class:

Homeroom:

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (3-12) “Logan Land”

Lesson Objective: Consider the importance of land to the Logan family.

DoNow 10 mins.
-Mive 4o Q& at g mi

Directions: Read the text below and answer the questions that follow.

Excerpt from Mildred Taylor's Acceptance Speech for the 1997 Alan Award

Mildred D. Taylor wrote Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, the fictional story of the Logan family, in 1976. In
1997, she was recognized with the Alan Award and gave this speech explaining her inspiration for the book:

Many years ago when | first started writing the stories told by my family about our
family history and about neighbors and friends and the community in which my family
lived, | envisioned? presenting an aspect o§ merican history which during my own
childhood was not presented in the history books. | envisioned presenting a family
united N fove and sel-respect, and parents, strong and sensitive, attempting to guide
their children successfully without harming their spirits, through the hazardous maze of
living in a discriminat_o_r.y2 society. | wanted readers to know this family, based upon my
own, and | wanted them to feel akin3 to them and to walk in their shoes.

Mildred D. Taylor

lenvisioned: imagined or pictured

2discriminatory: unfairly treating a group of people differently from other groups
3akin: similar or related to

1. Reread this line from the text above: Clypwy Qa\l -2 ns?mS‘fS Aidntsee

I envisionen aspect of American history which during my own childhood wa . in the

history books.
S\ swi

Paraphrase this line by writifg it in your own words from Taylor’s perspective.
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2. According to the excerpt above, what did Taylor hope to show in her novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry?
What are some of her goals for her readers? T T = Cold call 4-2 chusdents

Notes
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Teach Like a CHAMPION®

Uncommon Schoals

Vocabulary: Meticulously, Admonish (‘Jf mns. ‘*v‘\ui\

Word Definition Related ituati
PaitsofSpeash Situations Vlmage
— o Al 2 Q‘:-%a Eﬂ—-—"“q
o | The gﬁ'é? ugéd twee%rs to meticulousl“y
_ i inetietlous placegeach piece of fo;d_\ron the plate.
aCC Studen oy . ] 1
meticulously one carefully and witm agjective - T | +\'D\0 m‘@
adverb attention to small details :
meticulousness meheul D\LS\\{ ?
noun '
%g 2 M&ﬁ“‘%’ "
o E The girl admonished her little sister for |
— L. 5‘\\,@!&“} ——1 admonition getting red marker on the white table.
3 to criticize or warn noun ; : .
adT;ZISh someone in a serious or « P I Why A4 the vhle Sicfer

firm way

admonishment
noun

@Q'\‘— (,\g\m Dni S\ﬂé’ol ’) \¢

this fair 2 Wy Jwihy
Not 7 :
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Teach Like a CHAMPION
Uncommon Schocts

Vocabulary Active Practice ((Q WANG J\‘D‘b\\v

ve apply our new word knowledge, be sure to use the vocabulary word in your answerl
)R W s\ent so)e, activel “f nonitoy

As

. Think of something a coach might admonish you about. How might that make you feel?

‘“\Mc mu\’ne\& ’\\\M{S o Dech e cen o

Yf\ Lame ywisinke | a@umfs _
2. In which S|tuat|on would yot’be more meticulous about wh you're wearing?| .

@?l\\ a. the first day of school
(AasS b. goingto a party with friends

X S T
3. Finish this sentence: The meticulouslibratian adi

4. Explain a job in which you would need to be extremely meticulous. Why would meticulousness be
important in that profession?
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Pages 36 (1p wmyins. W page)

Annotation Task: As we read the opening of the novel, pay attention to
Eh_e characters we meet. Annotate anything you notice about each new
character, their relationships with one another, and their personalities.

fMerr\s By

Notes
Lhow Coll Amn o‘\'ﬂL‘HMS

The novel is set in 1933 in rural
Mississippi; at this time, roads were
made of red dirt rather than
pavement.

d‘ 1. Turn and Task: Share your first impression of these characters with your partner. Who have we met in these

opening pages? What details stand out to you? W (l_al\ sha)/\f] rae.pa\&—ﬂ& -1—'}9 Mme "’b

(evise

Character

Notes

Cassie

(narmadon)

1doeen '+ want 1o e direced o School, oete
Qushated Wit hor brters would rather ke
barefoot + daging i woodS

_\[mh@fg't Lrother =

Little Man
e reatr (menculons
-CrTine, School fy ek hime
Stacey - Du&&‘\’\) ;
—MM\/J ak b&\\a . Mama g clagg
Christopher-John -&@,GLY\G\ \]N £83

Lohearu0, W\j

- (‘ur\fmﬂuw
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Teach Like a CHAMPION®
Uncommon Schools

(0 wirs)
Sunday Clothes TASE ?@Méi ‘

Tacel/ Cephon /Lovie
uring the 1930s, the United States was in the midst of the Great Depression, a severe eeénomic downtown
in which many families struggled to e ends meet, Vere/ fe\y families living in rural areas had enough
kl? m \a{ Fran nX
y memnded or patched clothes and passed them down

money to buy new clothing at a store*mothers ty%lc [
to younger siblings in the family. A child might have one set of clothing that could be worn every day, for play

and work, a unday cloth i§ fi i i
@i day, ‘E.’Zt \ﬁaﬁ:%;&nﬁeggog best outfit) reserved for church on Sundays and special
S Were ofteh a luxury reserved for church and cold weather.

{

occasions.

i

Child of a sharecropper family near
Cleveland, Mississippi, 1936

Children on the Mississippi Child on the Mississippi Delta,
Delta, 1936 1936 Photograph by Dorothea Lange
Photograph by Dorothea Lange Photograph by Dorothea
Lange
2. Complete the following sentences: Lo\l CA“

e The Logans dressed in their Sunday clothes beuse;‘_"lj‘"\;jér\xig'
O%Léa‘:_qo__k and Mawna wantedd em o CQ,Y'CQ(’u‘

e The Logans are dressed in their Sunday clothes, but —
— he WAL&S duehd ord TN \r\M D k@*ﬁu\r

Q\O“W\'&S O\@ G"C ‘VV\A\’P U\)IXQ\L’
v,/
(e ©e E@“C—g ‘e Ole'\‘h.egj@kojg UCaN N %
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ﬂWiM e are ¢ \3 m\“" '&gﬂy}j ﬁ %O"T‘ WW" Ti'\%f Ldgﬁﬁ‘gﬂmr %NnF-T
ag T kil "“’\u owr KO tv Se\iew mpatrnt Jerme

Annotation Task: As we read, annotate anything new we learn about the Logan family and the place they live.
f\‘l\;lse the following terms from your Knowledge Organizer (copied below) to support your understanding.

N jE Snow Call Ligh - Notes
# e ——————————————————

€S

A time of rebuilding after the Civil War during which attempts were made to reunify the
divided nation and rectify the inequities of slavery and its legacy.

A system where a landowner allows a farmer to rent and use a piece of land in exchange for
Sharecropping | a share of the crop. Sharecropping agreements typically favored the landowner and
sharecroppers were often in debt.

Reconstruction

Debt Money owed to someone as a result of borrowing.
A loan used to buy property. A person often cannot pay for a house or land all at once. They
Mortgage pay as much as they can while a mortgage covers the remaining cost. Over time, they pay

back the mortgage (a form of debt) and interest on the loan.

Fees people pay to the government. Taxes include sales tax (tax on what you buy), property
tax (tax on land), & income tax (tax on money earned).

3. Turn and Talk: Where is Papa? Why? What else have you notlced about the Logar@and where thgy live? ,\'& %9
WO o il v +or |\ ‘Q\‘r\m o 0&%{7?
4, Rerea(ﬁa'e foIIowm excerpt from p. 6. (Note: 4é)%res is about half a square’mile).
o ST St Sare
In 1887, when the land was up for sell again, Grandpa had bought two hundred acres of it, and in 1918, after
the first two hundred acres had been paid off, he had bought another two hundred [...] [T]here was no debt on

half of it. But there was a mortgage on the two hundred acres bought in 1918 and there were taxes on the full
four hundred...

Taxes

a. Turn and Talk: What does it mean that the first two hundred acres “had been paid off"? Challen€e How

3 . |
long did it t; randpa to pay off the first two hundred acres? DR no
. ECS o Share 3\ Y tars
b. The excerpt e states, “There was a mortgage on the two hundred acres bought in 1918.” Using what

you learn in your Knowledge Organizer, what does this mean? How has it impacted the family? Include the
word debt in your response.

Thiz  Wesene thak while the B 90 goreg wag
Jarm\\u paid foe, hey el had a(delot) Dorthe Secong|
200 @ &h M caid
WV Dnew ouenl won Waude the ot land an
e, Wtlerest o e, bang, e \o\\\( (M‘e V\M’J'\ ard the

W\Or\uﬁ ’an«( can Hom e \W e E"‘} U\O“ﬂg:h ANCY ﬁj
& @ had. + Hnd @nﬁkw\)@ 6
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d‘s. Reread this excerpt from pp. 7-8:

But Papa never divided the land in his mind; it was simply Logan land. F@e would work the long, hot
summer pounding steel; Mama would teach and run the farm; Big Ma, i r sixties, would work like a
woman of twenty in the fields and keep the house; and the boys and | would wear threadbare clothing

washed to dishwater color; but always, the taxes and the mortgage would be paid. Papa said that one day |
would understand.

a. What does the pronoun “it” (in bold) in the second sentence of this excerpt refer to?

& e Log M\AY\J

L}
b. What is the family willing to do for “it"? Why might this be? 4 B i § (;?Mn A

The -@m\q i< wilve T W\co annﬁwg}?\w‘\fw ’\0{ 3 Wk
e W 0% thew pgR ~ Warlone W e l?amﬂ coxpput €L,
QMA p\m\a\ng A9 Oagre, ‘H«aﬁ-@he‘ Viewer had to (e, on

o body ' v\a(,e, bk (el own 1 Aot one cﬂaw\ choifl
whdpxetand ' e Awvportance, of %s,

R@ a& M 5 Exce:rpt from “This Land Was Our Land”

by Vann R. Newkirk Il, published in The Atlantic, September 2019

Land has always been the main battlegrou ‘g cial conflict in Mississippi. During
Reconstruction, fierce resistance from the pla who had dominated antebellum®
society effectively killed any promise of land or prot-ection [for formerly enslaved
people] ing masses of black laborers back into de facto? bondage [through
;e sharecroppin, ut the sheer size of the black population—biack?eople were a
majority in Mississippi until the 1930s—meant that thousands were able to secure

tenuous? footholds as landowners between Emancipation and the Great Depression.

Driven by what W. E. B. Du Bois called “land hunger” among freedmen during W. E. B. Du Bois was a
Reconstruction, two generations of black workers squirreled away money and prominent 20t century
went after every available and affordable plot they could, no matter how author, sociologist, and
marginal* or hopeless. [...] civil rights activist.

lantebellum: existing prior to the American Civil War
2de facto: in fact, or in effect, whether recognized by law or not

Stenuous: very weak, fragile, or flimsy
“marginal: limited or not very important

6. Turn and Task: Why might the author describe the position of Black Iandowners as “tenuous" in the first
paragraph? In what ways might the Logans’ land-ownership be conside nu

Moncfoy” for chongeek rrgmacs- T ‘padm

~wWnee ?\ULV\M Vecicked ®lack \(U\o{ OWNerS \0 o
Dced Blade \aborerd  inks Snare Crgp

< | 2LP~The lauspl\
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Teach Like a CHAMPION®
Uncommon Schosts

d‘T. Reread Papa’s explanation of the importance of the land to Cassie on p. 7 of the novel:

“Look out there, Cassie girl. All that belongs to you. You ain’t never had to live on nobody’s place but your own
and as long as | live and the family survives, you'll never have to. That's important. You may not understand
that now, but one day you will. Then you'll see.”

Consider the article on p. 7 of this packet. What is Papa trying to explain to Cassie about the land? Why might
he (and the rest of the family) be so willing to make sacrifices to maintain it?

i Rpa_ic tuing 10 explatin e eymbdlic impoctance] of
alard owneeind fy [Bladk Pnilied + e, é\m\%mce o
“Ning W Rerd g Wb Jneir oan prperh
——%\am‘qe\’shb Woredeng i 26

“\’m'bm 2x Dl g "Hmﬁu are wilt~e, -y
~ A umg)w @ Lard < &9&4\0[ weatth 3 \\‘Eimn\;i‘

[ Additional lnsighta Cerlice &M@;wi on akiswgs,i%
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Teach Like a CHAMPION®
Uncommaon Schools

Pages 8-11: On Your Own Ug* mins)

Annotation Task: In this section of the novel, we’ll meet two new characters, T.J. and Claude. What do you

Mioe ah ; o s : ' = A i
notice about their personalities and relationships with the Logans{igg @ M\N&U'@y ?&Q\% —

Notes

S AiPrent Gon L@@am
~ WmwUst e k%%} wat-able o oy @ko%K "%ma( 4o eat

8. Reread this description of T.J. and Claude from p. 8:

When the fields ended and the Granger forest fanned both sides of the road with long overhanging branches, a
tall, emaciated’-looking boy popped suddenly from a forest trail and swung a thin arm around Stacey. [or]
Neither boy had on shoes, and their Sunday clothing, patched and warn, hung loosely upon their frail?> frames.

The Avery family share-cropped.on Granger land.

S\\eﬁ* Sb‘ 0 ..-3 1% D lemaciated: very thin and weak, especially from a lack of food

frail: fragile, weak, or delicate

a. What do you think Taylor is emphasizing about the Avery boys in this paragraph? Annotate any words or
phrases that support your. response.

have. momh*’%a& dwm

b. What might this description reveal about differences between the Logan and the Avery families? Begin your
response with the phrase, “As sharecroppers...’

Qs SharetrPpe (S, Mo Pvoau amily Seews Yo bee Q‘rruaﬁ\‘/lh&’

\r\mm*b\an%e \m\ol n\Nr\\m\) LM\M D\onﬂuéo ~h
\and , Yne \oganc Qeomn e b Wore —Rv\ﬂmad\uj Sele

than P\\JQM —Pm\/\\\u ¢
9. Tumn and Task: What news is T.J. sharing with the Logans? What do you notice about the way he shares it?
What questions do you still have? L_
r : Notes
“(’)ﬂ)\&\f\_ ‘JW\&\’ \¢ Mﬂ o \5 V\EJPN’/\MQ ver @ \OLLXY\QA
\Q\f whiter e ‘
-Sharee o W0 O 1 Resip ndead of The Jrcm&, '\’\3 ncidest-
T is
—W\\Q\r\¥ want to ﬂ\@\r\\ﬁn e
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Date:

Name:

Class:

Homeroom:

Exit Ticket (g M\%ﬁg‘\eﬂ% <ol &f)

1. Complete each of the following sentences:

A |
e The Logan family owns land because d\'\ n VA K"\C Ao S f/%"@ @fk QOIQ@E S

ought all e, St coadd /e Jeamn\; WS

% ’h M\<e 4+ Spne yoned 1 ¥emo R

e The Logan family owns land, but Y\AU%Q\’ W\g‘ﬂ&' \/\W X QO\(‘J/TF\C\EL %

aalnzin ¥ and “m pa o, movis 404 Vt”ﬁ: veb,

e Since the Logan family owns land, ‘)W\-EU\ ot Wore \(\QDPAD@Y\A-@'\"L‘
“than Myn\ee Preed Jﬁ‘) kc:‘mr@mm o UH\@/ dDNNXS ,
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