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Defining Responsibility
[bookmark: _Hlk27124193]Directions: Read the following context and then answer the questions below. 
	Responsibility
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	Responsibility means having the ability to do what you are expected to do. A responsible person is someone who can be relied on to do what is asked of them, day in and day out. If you assign them a task, you can trust that they will do it. Being a responsible person is about focusing on what you can and are expected to do, not on what you cannot do. If you cannot exercise control over something, then you can’t be truly responsible for it.

For example, at many elementary and secondary schools, one of students’ key responsibilities is to complete and submit homework on time. Doing your nightly homework is just one of the ways that you can show others that you are a responsible student.



	Negligence

	[image: ]
	Negligence is the failure to do something that should have been done. A person can be negligent by not doing something, or by doing it poorly.

For example, a medical doctor might be charged with negligence for not taking the appropriate measures to care for a sick patient.  Another example of negligence would be someone failing to wear a face mask while in public.







Defining Responsibility (Continued)
Directions: Review the definitions above and answer the questions below.  Be sure to include the bolded word in your response.
	Application of Terms

	
1. Name two things that you are responsible for as a student.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain why someone might describe a pet owner who stops feeding their pet as negligent.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Can a person be responsible for something that is outside of their control? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. Is it possible for someone to be considered negligent and responsible at the same time? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Can you be negligent towards something that you aren’t responsible for?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________




Defining Responsibility Reflection Questions
Directions: In your neatest handwriting and in complete sentences, answer the following questions.

1. Describe two responsibilities that you followed through on this week. How did you feel afterward?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe a situation from this week in which you acted responsibly. How did this action(s) benefit you or others?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are two specific actions you will take next week to model responsibility. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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